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A History of the Textual Criticism of the New Testament. 
By Marvin R. Vincent, D.D., Professor of New Testament 
Exegesis and Literature in Union Theological Seminary. 
New York: The Macmillan Co., 1899. Pp. xii+185. 

go.75. 

This volume by Professor Vincent in his own chosen field is pre- 
cisely what it purports to be — a handbook for the general reader as 
well as for the special student. It has long been needed, as nothing 
published in America has heretofore been produced which gave the 
neophyte a clear, scientific, and historic introduction to this important 
subject. 

Part I deals, in four brief chapters, with such fundamentals as the 
need and office of " Textual Criticism," the "Manuscripts of the New 
Testament," "Versions," and "Patristic Quotations." In the classifica- 
tion of manuscripts the older terms " uncial " and " cursive" are still used 
to designate the two prevailing kinds. This is peculiarly faulty, both 
because the terms themselves are in no sense coordinate, and because 
there exists from the earliest times a script which may be described as 
a cursive-uncial on the one hand, and an archaic, carefully executed 
minuscule script, by no means cursive in character, on the other. The 
minuscule is the most nearly perfect book-hand that has ever been 
invented, combining the elements of legibility and dignity inherent in 
the literary uncial with those of grace and more rapid execution char- 
acteristic of the non-literary cursive. 

In Part II the author begins with a very concise statement of the 
tendency to textual criticism in the earliest Christian age, but since 
the science of text-criticism is entirely modern, he makes its real 
point of departure identical with that of the printed text in the 
beginning of the sixteenth century. 

Its history falls into three periods : (1) that of the reign of the 
Textus Receptus, 1516-1770; (2) that of transition from the Textus 
Receptus to theolder uncial text, 1770-1830 ; (3) that of the dethrone- 
ment of the Textus Receptus, 1830 to the present time. 

How the hasty edition of Erasmus and the tardy edition of 
Ximenes, neither of which was based on many or valuable Greek 
manuscripts, were made a compound basis for all influential texts until 
the middle of the present century, is graphically told, showing the 
origin of the so-called Textus Receptus of England and of the conti- 
nent, at once most widely received and scientifically most unaccept- 
able. 
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The gradual collection and collation of numerous uncial and min- 
uscule manuscripts and their classification by genealogies, families, and 
groups ; the evolution of critical methods and fundamental canons 
of procedure — all this is traced in fresh and attractive fashion, and 
the triumph of the newer school is proclaimed. Lachmann and 
Tregelles are justly dealt with, Tischendorf is given his due, Burgon 
and Scrivener are freely criticised, while Westcott and Hort are not 
praised without discrimination. 

The final chapter is given to a brief estimation of Dr. B. Weiss' new 
text, and a more extended review of the recent studies in Codex 
Bezae, the latter by Rev. J. E. Frame. 

A specimen of the breadth, alertness, and care which mark the 
spirit of Dr. Vincent's book is seen in its last sentence : " Whether the 
theory of the double editions of Acts and Luke be vindicated or not, 
whatever may be the final decision concerning the documents repre- 
sented in Acts, enough has been developed to make it evident that 
different forms of a New Testament document may be due to the 
author himself, and that editorship may have enlarged, modified, or 
changed the form in which the document originally came from the 
author's pen." 

Chas. F. Sitterly. 

Madison, N. J. 

The Life of Jesus of Nazareth. A Study. By Rush Rhees, 
Professor of New Testament Interpretation in the Newton 
Theological Institution. With map. New York : Charles 
Scribner's Sons, 1900. Pp. xvii + 320. $1.25. 

This book is Vol. VII in "The Historical Series for Bible Stu- 
dents." It is, therefore, as we should expect, historical in character 
and designed especially for students, that term being taken broadly 
enough to include all "thoughtful readers" of the gospels. It is 
divided into three parts. The first, called "Preparatory," begins with 
the " Historical Situation " and comes down to the " Messianic Call of 
Jesus," and to the "First Disciples." The second covers "The Minis- 
try," in nine chapters ; and the third, in four chapters, is entitled "The 
Minister." These are followed by an appendix on "Books of Reference 
on the Life of Jesus," an " Index of Names and Subjects," and an 
"Index of Biblical References." Part III treats of the "Friend of 
Men," the "Teacher with Authority," "Jesus' Knowledge of Truth," 
and "Jesus' Conception of Himself." In this part, therefore, the 



